
Annual Report 

2024

The UN system's environmental footprint 
and efforts to reduce it



© 2024 United Nations Environment Programme

ISBN: 978-92-807-4191-9

Job number: DC/2678/NY 

This publication may be reproduced in whole or in part and in any form for educational 
or non-profit services without special permission from the copyright holder, 
provided acknowledgement of the source is made. The United Nations Environment 
Programme would appreciate receiving a copy of any publication that uses this 
publication as a source. No use of this publication may be made for resale or any 
other commercial purpose whatsoever without prior permission in writing from the 
United Nations Environment Programme. Applications for such permission, with a 
statement of the purpose and extent of the reproduction, should be addressed to 
UNEP-communication-director@un.org.

Disclaimers

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do 
not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of 
the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory or city or area 
or its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.  

Mention of a commercial company or product in this document does not imply 
endorsement by the United Nations Environment Programme or the authors. The 
use of information from this document for publicity or advertising is not permitted. 
Trademark names and symbols are used in an editorial fashion with no intention on 
infringement of trademark or copyright laws.  
The views expressed in this publication are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the United Nations Environment Programme. We 
regret any errors or omissions that may have been unwittingly made.

Suggested citation

United Nations Environment Programme (2024). Greening the Blue Annual Report 
2024: The UN system’s environmental footprint and efforts to reduce it. New York.

https://greeningtheblue.org/interactive-report/2024.html

http://UNEP-communication-director@un.org


“

António Guterres
Secretary-General of the United Nations

Climate change requires us to change the 
way we work. As the climate crisis grows in 
its intensity and impacts, the United Nations 
system must respond by setting an example 
and reducing our carbon emissions.  
Business as usual is a recipe for disaster.   

This report details how we are working 
to halve our emissions by 2030, improve 
data collection, and enhance staff training, 
procurement systems, and waste reduction. 
We must intensify these efforts to build 
a more sustainable and climate-resilient 
United Nations. 

©UN Photo/Mark Garten



is an initiative to engage and support the UN System in the transition towards 
greater environmental sustainability in the management of its facilities and 
operations.

In 2007, Ban Ki-moon, former UN Secretary General, called on the UN system 
to “go green” by elevating its environmental sustainability performance and 
intensifying its efforts to combat climate change. Since then, the UN system 
has made significant strides in measuring and reporting the environmental 
impacts of its facilities and operations. 

Under the leadership of Secretary-General António Guterres, in 2019, the 
Chief Executives Board for Coordination (CEB) endorsed the Strategy for 
Sustainability Management in the United Nations System 2020- 2030 Phase I: 
Environmental sustainability in the area of management (hereafter referred to 
as Sustainability Strategy I).

On an annual basis, Greening the Blue provides information on the UN 
system’s environmental footprint and the efforts to reduce it.  

Greening the Blue Annual Reports highlight the progress in the 
implementation of the Sustainability Strategy I. These reports are publicly 
available, assuring transparency of the environmental performance and 
efforts and, serving as a source of inspiration for other organizations to green 
their facilities and operations. 

Annual Reporting

Background

https://unsceb.org/strategy-sustainability-management-united-nations-system-2020-2030
https://unsceb.org/strategy-sustainability-management-united-nations-system-2020-2030
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2024 Highlights of the Community 

ABOUT UNEP SUN

The Sustainable United 
Nations (SUN) facility 
of UNEP coordinates 
the initiative through 
close collaboration with 
the Greening the Blue 
Community.

SUN provides technical 
assistance, capacity-
building, knowledge-
sharing, and reporting 
on environmental 
sustainability.

Greening the Blue Community

Covering:

is in development 
to enhance 

data collection, 
reporting, and transparency.bilaterally for UN entities.

To support the 
Community, SUN provided 

is focused on developing 
recommendations on 

sustainable travel policies 
and measures 
in the UN system.

were organized.Working Group
Meetings

were created to enhance 
good practice exchange.

Internal Auditors

Travel Task Team

New Data Platform

Technical Support

on Environmental 
Sustainability Management

Participants:

54 members 
from 34 entities.

3 regional groups of

Peer-learning Webinars

Advisory Group 
Meetings

for EMS, Scope 3, and UN 
Environmental Inventory 
coordination and 
improvement.

2024 Highlights

Net-Zero Guidelines
Biodiversity in Facilities

EMS Trainings

Over 60% 56% 47% 53%

Gender balance was taken into consideration.

Community Gender Ratio

male female
of female 
trainees

of female 
speakers

Over 60% of female 
speakers

2 sessions of

3 sessions of

Working Group Meetings Peer-learning Webinars EMS Trainings

SUN supports 
UN entities to:

reduce
their environmental 
impacts

offset 
residual greenhouse 
gas emissions

communicate
on their efforts 
towards environmental 
sustainability.

measure 
their environmental 
performance

http://Greening the Blue Community
http://Greening the Blue Community
https://www.greeningtheblue.org/stories/towardsnetzero
https://www.greeningtheblue.org/stories/wednesdaywebinar2
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Click on each section/the icons to 
navigate directly to each section.

The UN system is systematically accelerating efforts to reduce environmental 
impacts and mainstream environmental sustainability in management 
functions according to the Sustainability Strategy I. As the mandates 
and governance structures of UN entities vary, so do their environmental 
performances. 

Greening the Blue Annual Report 2024 (hereafter referred to as Report) 
showcases the environmental sustainability performance of the UN system in 
2023, consisting of: 

KEY HIGHLIGHTS OF THE REPORT

Per capita GHG emissions increased from 4.6 (2022) to 4.8 
tonnes of CO2 equivalent (2023). Total emissions increased by 
9%. However, they remained 24% below pre-pandemic levels.

Waste per capita decreased by 4%. Improved reporting provided 
greater clarity on disposal routes: In 2023, 31% of waste was 
reused, recycled, composted, or used for energy recovery, up 
from 13% in 2022.

UN entities have been accelerating efforts and maintaining a 
positive trend in the application of Environmental Management 
Systems, heading towards UN system-wide implementation by 
2025. 

70% of entities offered environmental training for their 
personnel on a voluntary or mandatory basis.

83% of reporting entities have in place sustainable procurement 
policies. 

GHG emissions from facilities decreased for another year, 
remaining 25% below pre-pandemic levels.

GHG emissions from air travel in 2023 increased by 27% in 
comparison to 2022, yet remaining below below pre-pandemic 
levels.

322,900
personnel

58
entities

Executive Summary

Reporting coverage has improved compared to Report 
2023, with more entities and personnel included.

The report covers the operations of headquarters and 
field offices worldwide from the reporting entities.

Two management functions are introduced as pilots: 
Facilities and Air travel

https://unsceb.org/strategy-sustainability-management-united-nations-system-2020-2030
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©UNESCO

Environmental 
Impacts
Fostering peace, security, prosperity and a healthy planet for 
all is central to the United Nations mandate.  

As an organization with personnel and offices around 
the world, the United Nations System seeks, through the 
management of its own presence and operations, to have 
a positive impact on people and the planet, minimize 
inadvertent harm, and leave a long-term, positive legacy. 

The Sustainability Strategy I assigns discrete impact 
reduction objectives and indicators to the areas of 
greenhouse gas emissions, waste, air pollution, water, and 
biodiversity. Performance data are complemented with 
good practices from UN entities to offer concrete examples 
of what can be achieved with determination, creativity, and 
innovation. 
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G O O D  P R A C T I C E2023 Performance

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

1.54 million4.8

This section presents GHG emissions from 
facilities, vehicles, and travel within the UN 
system. It includes all personnel assigned to 
UN offices and activities over which the UN has 
financial and/or operational control. 

GHG emission data are collected through the 
UN Environmental Inventory (hereafter referred 
to as Inventory), following the Greenhouse Gas 
Protocol methodology, covering Scope 1 (direct 
emissions), Scope 2 (indirect emissions from 
purchased electricity and heating), and Scope 3 
(limited to the emissions from business travel). 
Kyoto Protocol gases are included together with 
Montreal Protocol gases with global warming 
potential. 

The UN System’s principal commitment is 
the reduction of GHG emissions. For the 
residual emissions, entities purchase reduction 
certificates which are approved by the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC).

tonnes CO2eq tonnes CO2eq

TOTAL GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS

GHG EMISSIONS BY SOURCE

TOTAL GHG EMISSIONS 2018 - 2023

OBJECTIVE

per capita total  amou nt

Reduce absolute greenhouse gas 
emissions to limit the increase in 
global temperature to 1.5°C, in line with 
recommendations of the Paris Agreement.

Learn more about Scope 3 Reporting

Learn more about Offsetting in the UN

OFFSETS

SDGS LINKAGE

https://ghgprotocol.org/
https://ghgprotocol.org/
https://www.greeningtheblue.org/scope3
https://www.greeningtheblue.org/reports/offsettingFAQ
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Greening Moonshot is the sustainability strategy established 
by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), aiming 
for a 50% carbon footprint reduction by 2030. An environmental 
management tool is collecting performance data from UNDP offices 
around the world. UNDP is currently developing an app, using data from 
human resources and air travel records, to allow personnel to track their 
carbon footprint and be part of the solution. Continue reading

UNDP’s Greening Moonshot Commits 
to 50% Emission Reduction

Good Practice

322,300 
personnel

57 
enti t ies

REPORTING COVERAGE

SHARE OF GHG EMISSIONS 
PER ENTITY

Check the website to 
see the most recent 
data on offset of each 
entity.

87%
of the UN system’s 
reported 2023 GHG 
emissions

were offset.

Entities marked in blue:  UN secretariat entities. 

UN secretariat is responsible for  50% of the UN 
system’s GHG emissions reported in 2023. 

*

*

*

* Operations of Peacekeeping and 
Special Political Missions result in a high 
share of environmental impacts, due to the 
inclusion of living quarters.

* Remaining UN entites (5.9%): 

2.0%: UN Secretariat entities
3.9%: Other remaining entities 

   Click here to view the full list of reporting entities. 

*

https://greeningtheblue.org/stories/undp-greening-moonshot-emission-reduction
https://www.greeningtheblue.org/
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G O O D  P R A C T I C EGood Practice

2023 Performance

Prevent harm to the environment 
and local populations from solid 
waste from United Nations facilities, 
operations or activities. 

Waste

307 kg

67%

the per capita figure is

of the total reported waste came from

Figures on waste and methods of 
disposal are collected from UN facilities 
and operations, including Peacekeeping 
and Special Political Missions. The 
Greening the Blue Community is working 
to improve the coverage of this category, 
which was one of the most recent 
additions to the Inventory. 

WASTE DISPOSAL ROUTES

Since the 2023 World Food Forum, 
Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) canteen users are encouraged 
to sort leftovers using electronic 
stations that estimate GHG 
emissions by weight and waste type. 
It measures the type and quantity 
of food waste being generated at 
kitchen and at consumer phases.
Continue reading

At FAO, We Finish Our 
Plates for the Planet

of total waste 
came from 
construction & 
demolition.

161 kg

52 
enti t ies

REPORTING COVERAGE

269,000 
personnel

AVERAGE WASTE PER CAPITA 2019 - 2023

AVERAGE WASTE

Note: Peacekeeping and Special Political Missions include 
waste from living quarters in their calculations.

Excludi ng these,

Peacekeepi ng & Special 
Political  Missions.

6.5 %

per capita

OBJECTIVE

SDGS LINKAGE

https://www.greeningtheblue.org/faofoodwaste
https://www.unmissions.org/
https://www.unmissions.org/
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2023 Performance

Air Pollution
The Inventory tracks refrigerant use in both facilities and 
vehicles, as well as fuel use in vehicle fleets. 

Types of refrigerants used in building air conditioning systems 
are monitored to identify and track the use of ozone depleting 
substances which are set to be phased out from UN facilities. 

USE OF OZONE DEPLETING SUBSTANCES

56 enti t ies

REPORTING 
COVERAGE

150 
943,400 ‘

In 2023,

Presence i n ref rigeration

Ensure that UN premises and fleet do 
not contribute to or exacerbate local air 
quality issues in both urban and remote 
community settings.

The United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) works on 
reducing its own environmental 
footprint, including through the greening 
of its offices, supply chain, fleet and 
travel. 

Since November 2022, the Smart Fleet
Programme has been running at 160
offices, reducing 500 tonnes of CO2
emissions and saving over 700,000 USD 
in fuel costs. Continue reading

UNHCR’s Smart 
Ridesharing Makes 
UN’s Largest Fleet More 
Sustainable

G O O D  P R A C T I C EGood Practice

million litres

barrels

57 enti t ies

REPORTING 
COVERAGE

of fuel was consumed by 

vehicles owned 
and/or operated 
by UN entities.

FUEL CONSUMPTION BY VEHICLES

(unit: % of offices)

OBJECTIVE

SDGS LINKAGE

https://greeningtheblue.org/stories/unhcr-smart-fleet-sustainable
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282,000 
personnel

55  
enti t ies

REPORTING COVERAGE

G O O D  P R A C T I C E2023 Performance

Box 4.  UN system water at a glance

Water
Information on water usage in UN facilities 
is collected through the Inventory. 

UN entities report water sources, including 
municipal, surface, ground, and rainwater. 6%

TOTAL WATER USE 

of the total 
water used 45 m3

per capita was recycled.

TREND IN WATER USE 
Ensure water conservation and avoid 
the release of untreated wastewater 
into the environment.

ECLAC’s Sustainable 
Approach to Water 
Management and 
Landscape Conservation

In response to the increasing challenges 
of climate change and water scarcity, 
the Economic Commission for Latin 
America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) has 
implemented a comprehensive water 
management plan at its headquarters. 

Before the project, annual water 
consumption for the landscape was 
approximately 15,230 m³. 
With the implementation of 
sustainable practices, water 
consumption is projected to 
decrease by 42.7%. 
Continue reading

Good Practice

The Centre encourages a standardized and quality 
water data generation through guidance and training on 
monitoring and assessment and quality assurance. 

Staff liaise closely with the GPCU in Nairobi, the GEMS/
Water Data Centre, UNEP Regional Offices, and regional 
partners to identify needs, offer support, and conduct 
training both in-person and online worldwide. UNEP’s 
initiatives on water were presented in the Working Group 
Meeting on Environmental Governance in March 2024.

UNEP GEMS/Water Capacity 
Development Centre

Note: 
Water for cooling and 
irrigation is included.
Bottled water purchases 
are excluded.

Note: 1 cubic meter (m³) is equivalent to 1,000 liters.

OBJECTIVE

SDGS 
LINKAGE

https://greeningtheblue.org/stories/eclacs-sustainable-approach-water-management-and-landscape-conservation
https://www.ucc.ie/en/gemscdc/about/centre/
https://communities.unep.org/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=27590945
https://gemstat.org/
https://gemstat.org/
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/water/monitoring-water-quality
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/water/monitoring-water-quality
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Good Practice

G O O D  P R A C T I C E2023 Performance
Biodiversity

Ariana Park at UNOG Turns into an Urban Biodiversity Oasis

Thanks to the initiative of the Facilities Management Service, in charge of Ariana Park, as well as the support 
of the Director-General, a shift in the management of the park was achieved. Supporting biodiversity meant 
adapting techniques to help diverse flora and fauna to thrive within one of the largest decision-making centres 
in the world, that hosts about 8,000 meetings per year. Key interventions to protect and enhance biodiversity 
include banning pesticides, changing lighting practices, installing insect hotels 
and nesting sites for temporary refuge, reintroducing water-efficient native 
flowers, and implementing recycling and composting stations. 
Continue reading

The UN system may impact biodiversity through 
its facilities and operations. When planning 
and constructing new premises, sites are 
recommended to be screened for potential 
adverse effects on biodiversity, with safeguards 
applied to avoid these impacts.  

UN entities reported on their biodiversity 
screening practices through the Environmental 
Governance Survey. 

BIODIVERSITY IMPACT SCREENING 

Avoid adverse impacts on biodiversity from United 
Nations’ facilities, operations and activities.

Useful Resources

UN Common Approach 
to Biodiversity 

complemented by a guidance 
document

50+ ways to integrate 
biodiversity and nature-based 
solutions.

Integrated Biodiversity 
Assessment Tool 

provides data, tools and guidance 
that help organizations act on biodiversity-
related risks and opportunities.

i n UN entities’  facilities  

50 enti t ies

REPORTING COVERAGE

OBJECTIVE

SDGS LINKAGE

https://www.greeningtheblue.org/stories/urbanbiodiversityoasis
https://www.ibat-alliance.org/about-us?locale=en
https://unsceb.org/un-common-approach-biodiversity
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©UN Photo/Alban Mendes de Leon

Environmental 
Governance and 
Management 
Functions
In addition to environmental impact areas, 
the Sustainability Strategy  I identifies environmental 
governance as an overarching approach and five 
management functions to mobilize to reach the stated 
objectives.  

UN entities have also committed to improving the 
environmental performance of their management 
functions, including travel, procurement, and facilities.
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Environmental governance helps the 
United Nations to address and manage 
the risks to the natural environment, 
the health of personnel, the livelihoods 
of the people it serves, and ultimately 
the credibility and reputation of the 
Organization. 

UN entities have made commitments in 
the area of environmental governance 
and coordination. As demonstrated, by 
allocating resources to environmental 
management, UN entities achieve 
concrete results. Harmonized practices, 
benchmarking, system-wide reporting, 
and coordinated efforts through entity-
specific governance frameworks 
contribute to these outcomes.

Strategy for Sustainability 
Management in the United Nations 
System 2020-2030 

Phase I: Environmental sustainability in the 
area of management 

It clearly states that environmental governance frameworks 
should be integrated into system-wide and entity-specific 
plans for better resource utilization. This provides the best 
opportunity to embed environmental sustainability into all 
levels of operations.

Environmental Governance

The Report highlights three key aspects for  
environmental governance:

Environmental Management Systems (EMS)

Environmental and Social Safeguards (ESS)

Environmental Training

The United Nations 
system is a leader in 
integrating environmental 
and social sustainability 
considerations across its 
work in a systematic and 
coherent way.”

Vision for Sustainability
Sustainability Strategy I

“

SDGS LINKAGE

50
enti t ies

Information reported via
Environmental Governance Survey

REPORTING COVERAGE

315,300
personnel

https://unsceb.org/strategy-sustainability-management-united-nations-system-2020-2030
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Environment Management 
Systems (EMS)

approved by senior management 
in the past 5  years

approved by senior management 
in the past 5  years

ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES

ENVIRONMENTAL TARGETS

Learn more about Greening the Blue EMS criteria.

12

UN entities are expected to set up their 
own environmental management systems. 
EMS provides a systematic and efficient 
approach to continuously improve 
environmental sustainability efforts.

The international standard for 
environmental management systems, ISO 
14001:2015 served as the basis to set a 
common approach and criteria on EMS in 
the UN system. SUN assesses UN entities’ 
performance on EMS against these criteria. 

EMS AT A GLANCE

EMS STATUS 2020 - 2023 

GREENING THE BLUE  I   ANNUAL REPORT 2024 

Meets Approaches Does not meet

All UN entities aim to have established 
entity-specific environmental governance 
frameworks.

Sustainability Strategy  I

KEYS TO MEETING EMS CRITERIA

working full-ti me on 
env i ronmental management .

8 entities have 1+ person

9 entities have objectives 
i n Senior Management 
Performance Frameworks.

ISO Certification & 
Enhanced EMS Controls.

UNON exceeded EMS criteria i n 
2022/2023 through

Out of 10 entities
meeting the EMS criteria in 2023, 

https://www.greeningtheblue.org/methodology
https://www.greeningtheblue.org/methodology
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Environmental and Social Safeguards and related 
accountability mechanisms form a framework used in UN 
programmes to prevent harming local communities and 
the natural systems that underpin their livelihoods. 

The success of sustainability initiatives hinges on 
people. Training, awareness raising, and capacity-
building are key.

UN entities are actively training personnel and 
embedding environmental improvement requirements 
into senior-level accountability and core competencies.

Environmental and Social 
Safeguards (ESS)

Environmental Training

Have UN entities integrated 
Environmental and Social 
Safeguards?

(unit: % of entities)“

“ What are the environmental training 
requirements for UN entities? 

Click here to explore the tutorial

All UN entities aim to integrate environmental and 
social safeguards in their programme activities.

Sustainability Strategy  I

The UN system aims to increase 
awareness, implement mandatory system-
wide environmental training, and invest in 
job-specific environmental training.

Sustainability Strategy  I

(unit: % of entities)

(unit: % of entities)

What materials are 
used by the entities 

implementing trainings?“ I count on UN colleagues to follow 
the examples of Stick and Bean and 
contribute to a cleaner, healthier 
planet.”“Ban Ki-Moon
Former UN Secretary-General at 
the tutorial launch

Greening the Blue offers a 
dedicated environmental tutorial 

used by UN entities. 

It allows users to discover their 
work-related environmental 

impact and ways to reduce it.  

Available in
English   Spanish   French

 Stick Bean 

https://www.greeningtheblue.org/tutorial
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Good Practice

Procurement

UN Procurement Awards: Fostering and Celebrating Sustainable 
Procurement in the UN System

The UN Procurement Awards aim to recognize and celebrate excellence within the United Nations system 
regarding procurement and supply chain management. The UN Procurement Awards are coordinated by the 
High-Level Committee on Management’s Procurement Network and its Professional Development working 
group. The responsible cross-agency Project Team comprises representatives of the IMF, UNICEF, UNDP, 
UNOPS, and CTBTO. Continue reading 

Reporting UN entities remained committed to 
adopting sustainable procurement practices, 
recognizing their crucial role in fostering a 
better future for both people and the planet.  

Environmental concerns and climate action 
drive entities to advance the sustainability 
of their procurement strategies, given the 
profound impact of these decisions on society 
and economic development. 

UN entities worked towards 
sustainable procurement by 

Information 
presented in this 
section is from the 

2023 Annual 
Statistical  Report  
on United Nations 
Procurement. 

Enhancing measurement 
and reporting using UNGM 
sustainable procurement 
indicators, alongside an increase 
in the number of sustainable 
tenders.

Engaging in supplier 
initiatives and market 
development, including the 
launch of the UNOPS Supplier 
Resource Centre offering 
resources and training materials. 

Encouraging suppliers to 
participate in the UN Global 
Compact. 

Sustainable 
procurement principles 

2023 Performance

83%

57%

47%

80%

have sustainable 
procurement policies.

have sustainable 
procurement 
strategies.

of reporting entities.

have measurable 
sustainability 
targets.

were integrated by

30 enti t ies

REPORTING 
COVERAGE

In 2023, 

These shares 
increased by 
3%, 20% and 
7% respectively 
compared to 
2022.

https://www.ungm.org/Public/ContractAward/Index/ContractAwards
https://greeningtheblue.org/stories/sustainable-procurement-un
https://unglobalcompact.org/participation
https://unglobalcompact.org/participation
https://www.unops.org/business-opportunities/supplier-resource-centre
https://unglobalcompact.org/
https://www.ungm.org/Shared/KnowledgeCenter/Pages/SustProcIndicators
https://www.ungm.org/Shared/KnowledgeCenter/Pages/ASR#:~:text=Highlights%20of%20UN%20Procurement%20%2D%202023,for%20UN%20procurement%20on%20record.
https://www.ungm.org/Shared/KnowledgeCenter/Pages/asr_sustainableprocurement
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“ Have these facilities 
been refurbished in the 
last 5 years?

Facilities
UN facilities are expected to follow 
sustainable building standards and reduce 
environmental impacts towards the 2030 
objectives of the Sustainability Strategy I.

# OF FACILITIES CONSTRUCTED IN...

1970s~1960s 1990s 2010s1980s 2000s 2020s

3 2 29 14 5

COMMONLY REPORTED
ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY MEASURES

Energ y

Water

Waste

Employee commute
•	 Guarded/locked bicycle parking

•	 Charging stations for electric vehicles

•	 Public transport and/or carpooling schemes

•	 Bike-sharing

•	 Leak and malfunction controls to prevent water 
waste

•	 Monitoring of water consumption levels

•	 Use of low-flush toilets to conserve water

•	 Replacement of lights with LED

•	 Installation of sensors

•	 Installation of solar panels 

•	 Installation of solar water heating systems

•	 Implementation of additional waste separation and 
recycling options.

•	 Printer settings adjustment to minimize paper use.

•	 Agreement with a recycling company for efficient 
waste collection

Staff training & awareness programs are reported as key 
measures across all impact areas.

31%
of electricity in the UN 
system came from renewables.

In 2023,
Electricity from on-site 
solar, fuel generators, and 
purchased renewable 
energy is counted.

UNU-FLORES’ Journey to 
Sustainable Offices

The United Nations University Institute 
for Integrated Management of Material 
Fluxes and of Resources initiated the 
Flexible Offices (FLORES) initiative, to 
revamp office dynamics in line with 
sustainability principles. Continue reading

During the INFM 
Annual Conference, 

we surveyed

This section is 
developed in 

collaboration w ith 

the Inter-Agenc y 
Network of Facility 

Managers
(INFM)

Good Practice

18 facility managers from 

26 facilities, covering 

1 million m² of office space and 

34,800 personnel.

https://www.greeningtheblue.org/stories/unuflores
https://www.greeningtheblue.org/stories/unuflores


GREENING THE BLUE  I   ANNUAL REPORT 2024 16

Travel restrictions imposed during the 2020-2022 period led to a transformation in 
work patterns through accelerated digitalization of work. Beyond 2022, emissions 
from air travel started increasing again.

Both commercial and non-commercial flights are tracked for GHG 
emissions. Non-commercial flights include owned or chartered planes 
for humanitarian and peacekeeping missions. (e.g., United Nations 
Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS), and troop rotations for peacekeeping operations.)

In 2023, a dedicated Travel Task Team 
was established, comprising Greening 
the Blue Focal Points and travel officers, 
to support the reduction of GHG 
emssions from travel.

Since its launch, the team has facilitated 
peer learning on travel policies and 
measures, issued recommendations to 
UN entities, and launched a survey to 
assess the state of travel policies and 
procedures.

Air Travel

16

This section is 
developed in 
collaboration 

w ith the T rave l 
Ta s k  Te a m  of the 
Greening the Blue 

Community 

2023 Performance

672,859 5.2
on commercial  flights.

UN personnel, meeting participants, 
and delegates, sponsored by the UN 

travelled a total  of

of GHG emissions.
tonnes CO2eq

AIR TRAVEL GHG EMISSIONS 2018 - 2023

Awareness Carbon PricingPolicy Targets

16 8
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10 5entities 
have thei r 
travel 
policies 
updated 
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entities 
apply carbon 
prici ng to 
emissions 
from travel.

entities have 
a cappi ng 
mechanism 
for travel.

entities prov ide 
esti mated GHG 
emissions to 
travelers during 
travel planning.

entities and

the UN 
Secretariat  
have set GHG 
emission 
reduction 
targets for 
travel.

TRAVEL SUSTAINABILITY MEASURES

30  entities 
responded to this 
travel survey.

surveyed i n 2023

44% of the UN system’s GHG emissions, 
generati ng

In 2023,  ai r  travel contributed to In 2023,

billion km
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2023 GHG emissions stand below the 2018 and 2019 levels. 
Lessons that were gained and ways of working adopted during 
the exceptional restrictions in the 2020-2022 period appear to 
continue to bear results. However, the UN system’s commitment 
towards achieving better environmental sustainability 
performance must be re-enforced and strengthened.

This year’s report offers improved coverage. Four additional 
entities participated compared to 2023, while other entities 
improved their reporting completeness. An increasing trend 
continues in the entities adopting Environmental Management 
Systems, engaging in training, advancing sustainable 
procurement, and setting measures for more sustainable travel.

2025 marks the mid-term of the Sustainability Strategy I. 
This milestone calls for a review of the implementation of 
environmental sustainability efforts in the UN system. The review 
will serve as an opportunity to further refine, and where needed, 
raise the ambition of commitments in the strategy.

In anticipation of this milestone, SUN, in collaboration with the 
Greening the Blue Community, worked extensively during 2024 
on the enhancement of coordination and reporting efforts. Such 
measures include the development of a new on-line platform 
to improve data availability and reporting as well as to identify 
further opportunities for environmental improvement.

Looking beyond 2025, it is expected these efforts will allow 
raising the ambition and increasing the actions, supporting 
the UN system’s vision and commitments as embodied in the 
Sustainability Strategy I. Bold actions, dedicated resources, and 
strengthened engagement are required to successfully meet 
these commitments and to fully ‘walk the talk’. 

On the way 
to 2025 
and 2030 
milestones

Conclusion

17

https://www.greeningtheblue.org/
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Relevant Resources

GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS ASSESSMENT 

ACROSS 3 SCOPES

Featuring 16 good practices from 2023-2024, this document 
highlights the progress UN entities have made in advancing 
environmental sustainability across their operations. From creating 
green spaces to investing in innovative technologies, these stories 
provide concrete examples of sustainability in action.

GOOD PRACTICES ON ENVIRONMENTAL 

SUSTAINABILITY IN THE UNITED NATIONS

Offsetting unavoidable GHG emissions through approved emission 
reduction certificates is a crucial step in the UN commitment to 
reducing them. SUN compiled a comprehensive list of frequently 
asked questions (FAQs) and their answers.

UN OFFSETTING Q&A: FREQUENTLY 

ASKED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

GREENHOUSE GAS SCIENCE-BASED TARGETS 

GUIDANCE FOR UN ORGANIZATIONS

The report covers the main issues to be considered for 
Greenhouse Gas (GHG) target setting and outlines specific 
guidance and recommendations.

Comprehensive greenhouse gas emissions reporting 
is imperative for climate action. While the UN has been 
monitoring mainly Scope 1 and 2 emissions, the inclusion of 
Scope 3 emissions will become essential for a comprehensive 
understanding of its environmental impact.

2020

2022
2023

Download

Download

Download
Download

2021

Explore recent Greening the Blue Annual Reports

Find more at http://greeningtheblue.org

Download

Download

Download

Download

http://greeningtheblue.org
https://greeningtheblue.org/gtb-good-practices
https://greeningtheblue.org/scope3
https://greeningtheblue.org/reports/offsettingFAQ
https://greeningtheblue.org/reports/greenhouse-gas-science-based-targets-guidance-un-organisations
https://www.greeningtheblue.org/reports/greening-blue-report-2023
https://www.greeningtheblue.org/reports/greening-blue-report-2022
https://www.greeningtheblue.org/reports/greening-blue-report-2021
https://www.greeningtheblue.org/reports/greening-blue-report-2020
https://www.greeningtheblue.org/reports/greenhouse-gas-science-based-targets-guidance-un-organisations
https://www.greeningtheblue.org/reports/offsettingFAQ
https://www.greeningtheblue.org/scope3
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Methodology
How Data was Collected and Processed

UN Environmental Inventory

The Inventory is an annual exercise coordinated 
by the SUN facility of UNEP. Focal Points from 
UN entities report on their performance and 
operations. Entities submitting data follow a 
harmonized methodology issued by SUN. 

SUN collects, compiles, processes, and analyzes 
the data to track and present the environmental 
footprint of the UN system (including the 
Green Climate Fund). To capture the impact of 
UN operations globally, the Inventory covers 
greenhouse gas emissions, water and fuel 
use, waste generation, the share of renewable 
electricity, and the presence of ozone-depleting 
refrigerants.

The Inventory follows the GHG Protocol, covering 
greenhouse gas emissions under Scope 1, Scope 
2, and Scope 3 (limited to business travel). All 
gases under the Kyoto Protocol are considered. 
Total GHG emissions are reported as an 
aggregate using the common comparable unit of 
carbon dioxide equivalents (CO2eq).

Travel constitutes the largest share of GHG 
emissions in the UN system. Through the 
Inventory, UN entities reported their GHG 
emissions from travel using the ICAO carbon 
emissions calculator (Version 5.0.8).

Electricity used in buildings is a major contributor 
to GHG emissions in the UN system overall. The 
share of renewable electricity to total electricity 
consumption is calculated as the kWh equivalent 
of all renewable electricity generated on-site or 
purchased. In the absence of specific renewable 

electricity data for purchased electricity, average 
values for the electricity grid of the country in 
which the building is located are used.

Waste data is approached in accordance with the 
Framework for the Development of Environment 
Statistics (FDES 2013). The Global Reporting 
Initiative (GRI) indicators are considered 
methodologically regarding water and waste data.

UN entities have field stations in multiple locations. 
In some cases, certain field stations of an entity 
report through the Inventory, while others do not. 
Under “reporting coverage,” we count the entities 
and the personnel assigned to the data-reporting 
field stations.

Environmental Governance Survey

Focal Points report on an annual basis to the 
environmental governance survey issued by 
SUN. The survey collects information on the 
Environmental Governance and Management 
Functions. It includes questions on Environmental 
Management Systems, Environmental and Social 
Safeguards, internal reporting mechanisms, senior 
management performance frameworks, human and 
financial resources and staff awareness/training to 
environmental management and biodiversity.  

The scope of the questions and criteria aligns with 
the indicators in the Sustainability Strategy I  and 
the Greening the Blue EMS criteria which use the 
international standard ISO 14001:2015 as a basis.

This report aims to provide a comparable annual overview of the environmental sustainability performance 
of the UN system towards the 2030 Agenda. Information is collected through:
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https://www.globalreporting.org/
https://www.globalreporting.org/
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Annual Statistical Report on United 
Nations Procurement

Procurement supports the goals set in the 
Sustainability Strategy I and helps steer 
providers towards more sustainable practices. 
The 2023 Annual Statistical Report on 
United Nations Procurement, issued by the 
Procurement Network of the United Nations 
Office for Project Services (UNOPS) in July 
2024, is the basis for the information presented 
on procurement. UNOPS collects data through 
a voluntary questionnaire shared with all UN 
entities. In 2024, 30 UN entities reported based 
on 2023 data.

Facility Management Survey

For the first time this year, SUN collaborated 
with the Inter-Agency Network of Facility 
Managers during their Annual Conference in 
May 2024. Data on facility performance was 
collected through a dedicated survey, and 
opportunities for future data collection via the 
Greening the Blue Data platform (currently 
under development) were identified. Facility 
Managers reported on sustainability and 
resource efficiency interventions implemented 
in UN facilities over the past five years.

Travel Survey

A dedicated Travel Task Team, established 
within the Greening the Blue Community, 
collected information from 30 UN entities 
that voluntarily reported on travel policies and 
procedures through the survey conducted in 
August 2023.

Interviews

Throughout the year, SUN conducted interviews 
with seven UN entities to collect inspiring and 
replicable good practices. These are briefly 
presented in this report and covered in detail on the 
Greening the Blue website, as well as in a dedicated 
resource, Good Practices on Environmental 
Sustainability in the United Nations, which is issued 
together with this report in 2024.

SDGs linkage

The linkages to the SDGs are based on an analysis 
conducted by the Swedish Environmental Protection 
Agency. For this analysis, the indicators of the 
Sustainability Strategy I were compared to the 
indicators and targets of the SDGs. In the context of 
this report, only the connection between the various 
areas and the overarching SDGs is presented.

ICAO Carbon Emissions Calculator

The ICAO Carbon Emissions Calculator (ICEC) is the 
official tool for UN entities to quantify their air travel 
CO2 footprint, in support of their environmental 
commitments. The use of a common, transparent, 
impartial, and internationally approved methodology 
across the UN system facilitates the aggregation 
of air travel emissions data from different 
organizations and guarantees integrity and 
consistency of reported inventories. The ICEC is 
limited to calculating the direct emissions released 
into the atmosphere by the aircraft engines during 
a flight. There is a substantial understanding 
of the components of aviation climate forcing, 
particularly. However, important uncertainties 
remain in quantifying some of the aviation non-
climate terms and in the underlying physical 
processes. As a consequence, there is not yet an 
international scientific consensus on whether and 
how to quantify these non-emissions. For additional 
information on the ICEC, please visit https://www.
icao.int/ or contact officeenv@icao.int.

https://www.icao.int/environmental-protection/CarbonOffset/Pages/default.aspx

https://www.icao.int/environmental-protection/CarbonOffset/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.icao.int/environmental-protection/CarbonOffset/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:officeenv@icao.int
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Greenhouse Gas Emissions & Offsetting

Annex 					   

The difference in the size, nature and operations of entities, changes in coverage of offices across years, changes in methodologies, scope 
and underlying databases of the emissions calculator means that comparisons across entities and between years cannot be accurately 
made unless detailed analysis is done. 				  
Data is not available for all reporting years, 2016 to 2023, for all entities. Entities lacking a minimum of four consequtive years of data have no 
trend-line showing. 				  
Since 2022, UNEP results include data from CITES, CMS and Minamata.
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Environmental Dashboard 2023
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Data is not available for all reporting years, 2016 to 2023, for all entities. Entities lacking a minimum of four consequtive years of data have no 
trend-line showing. 				  
The UNOV reporting line includes UNODC data.
The composition of the cluster “Other UN Secretariat entities” has changed over the years, hence trendlines are not possible.
The Total UN-System-wide figures do not include the GCF.			 
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Waste

Two dots (..) indicate that data are not available. 
Since 2022, UNEP results include data from CITES, CMS and Minamata. 

The UNOV reporting line includes UNODC data.
Total UN-System-wide figures do not include the GCF.
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Water

Two dots (..) indicate that 
data are not available.
Since 2022, UNEP results 
include data from CITES, 
CMS and Minamata. 
The UNOV reporting line 
includes UNODC data.
Total UN-System-wide 
figures do not include the 
GCF.
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Note: An empty cell 
indicates that no data has 
been reported.

For the criteria used to 
define each category 
(Complete, Partial, 
No Reporting), see 
greeningtheblue.org/
methodology.

COMPLETE

PARTIAL

Published statistics 
on Air Pollution data 
are calculated from 
the GHG Emissions 
data submitted. Hence, 
Air Pollution is not its 
own reporting area 
and lacks specific 
criteria for reporting 
completeness.	
	

Other UN Secretariat 
entities is excluded 
from Reporting 
Completeness 
because this category 
lacks organizational 
boundaries and its own 
management structure.	
		

Since 2022, UNEP 
results include data 
from CITES, CMS and 
Minamata. 		

UNOV includes 
UNODC.	

1

2

3

4

1

4

3

2

Reporting Completeness
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Peacekeeping and Special Political Missions 
Note: Peacekeeping and Special Political Missions are represented as one entity in all other parts of the Report. 

•	 For information on Peacekeeping, see peacekeeping.un.org/en 
•	 For information on Special Political Missions, see dppa.un.org/en

For Peacekeeping and Special Political Missions, air travel data contains emissions from commercial flights as well as the use of owned and chartered 
planes.
For waste disposal routes, please refer to the Peacekeeping and Special Political Missions average published on page 27 of this report.
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Environmental Management Systems Status

Since 2021, Greening 
the Blue Annual 
Reports have included 
EMS reporting and 
evaluation, aligned 
with both the 
Sustainability Strategy 
I and ISO 14001:2015. 
In 2020, The reporting 
criteria were updated 
in 2020, establishing 
a new performance 
baseline for the UN 
System; for this 
reason, data from prior 
years are excluded.

For detailed 
methodology, visit 
greeningtheblue.org/
methodology.	

Other UN Secretariat 
entities is excluded 
from this reporting 
because this category 
lacks organizational 
boundaries and its 
own management 
structure.		
	

UNOV includes 
UNODC.	
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1
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http://greeningtheblue.org/methodology
http://greeningtheblue.org/methodology
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For more information:
unep-communication-director@un.org

www.unep.org
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